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Name and Date of Birth: John Irungu Mburu, born (male) on 21.02.65, Murang’a, Kenya

Current Address: 8.4.4 Building, Box 29053-00620 Nairobi, Tel 0721-730443; jmburu@yahoo.com;
john.mburu@uonbi.ac.ke

Current Institution: Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Nairobi, www.uonbi.ac.ke

Academic Background:

- Ph.D. in Agricultural Resource Economics; specialization in Environment and Resource Economics,
Socio-economics of Rural Development and Forestry Policy, University of Goettingen, Germany (Nov
2002)

- MSc. Agr. in Tropical and Subtropical Studies; specialization in Socio-economics of Rural
Development, Production Economics and Rural Sociology, University of Goettingen (July 1999)

- Bsc in Agriculture, University of Nairobi (April 1990)

Current Position:

Professor (Chairman (Dec 2015- Nov 2021)), Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Nairobi
(UON) (since Nov 2017), started as a Lecturer and Agricultural/Resource Economist in 2007, a position
shared by UoN and International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) in Nairobi (position also funded by the
German Centre for International Migration-CIM), June 2007-May 2009.

Research Expertise:

Development of strategic frameworks and master plans, Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning (MEL)
expert, Value chain analyst (dairy, beef (live livestock), tea, coffee, horticultural crops, fisheries, potato),
Animal (livestock) genetic resources, Economics of livestock breeding, Cost-benefit analysis;
Sustainable Livelihoods, Incentives for conservation of agro-biodiversity and natural resources, Climate
change, Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA), Cross border trade, Digitalization of agriculture, Economic
valuation of marine, forests and wildlife; Climate Change, Stakeholder Mapping, Crop genetic resources,
and Policy analysis; Gender analysis (member of corporate committee on gender aspects at the
University of Nairobi)

Countries worked: Kenya (all counties except Mandera), Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Rwanda, South
Sudan, Egypt, Sudan, Burundi, DR Congo, Somaliland, Malawi

Consultancies completed (2006-2023):

1.TASAI index for the Kenyan seed sector (2014, 2016, 2018, 2020, and 2022 for TASAI Inc., USA)

2. Regulatory Impact Assessment of the Dairy Regulations developed by the Kenya Dairy Board (2020-
2021), for Kenya School of Law and Kenya Dairy Board

3. Dairy and fisheries baseline market research on off-grid cold chains in Kenya covering Lake Naivasha
Basin and Lamu County (Jan-March 2020), for World Wide Fund- Denmark

4. Market Survey of horticultural crops in the Lake Naivasha Basin (Sept- Oct 2019), for World Wide
Fund- Kenya

5. Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) Expert, FAO (June 2017 — April 2018). Agricultural and CSA
Baseline Survey, and developing a Concept Note and Full Proposal for the proposed project titled
Enhancing Adaptation and Mitigation in Kenya through a Water-Agriculture-Energy Nexus Approach
for submission to the Green Climate Fund (GCF).
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6. Conducting mango value chain analysis, business plan and feasibility study of Makueni County mango
processing plant (completed in May 2017, EU/Ministry of Devolution and Planning, Kenya, under
IDEAS and EURECNA)

7.Validation of livestock Market data in Marsabit, Wajir, Turkana, Garissa and Isiolo (Completed in July
2017, for USAID Kenya and ILRI)

8.Assessing institutional barriers to National Adaptation Plan (NAP) implementation in Kenya’s
Agricultural Sector (completed in February 2017, for FAO and UNDP Kenya)

9. Assessment of impact of destocking on livestock markets in Marsabit County (Completed in Feb 2017,
for Food for the Hungary Kenya)

10. Stakeholder mapping of Nile Basin Stakeholders participating in Nile Discourse Forums in Egypt,
Sudan, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi and DR Congo (completed
in November 2015, for Nile Basin Discourse, Entebbe Uganda)

11. Development of Household and Agribusiness baseline surveys covering all the 47 Counties in
Kenya for the Agricultural Sector Development Support Program (ASDSP) of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, Kenya (completed in August 2015, for ASDSP)

12. Analysis of the competitiveness and benchmarking of seed sector in Kenya (completed in February
2015, for Kenya Markets Trust)

13. Preparation of a 5-year strategic plan for the Coconut subsector in Kenya (completed in December
2014, for UNIDO Kenya)

14. Preparation of a strategic framework for capacity building of farmer organizations and
cooperatives in support of agri-food systems development in East Africa (Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania,
Rwanda and Burundi (Completed in September 2014, for FAO Africa)

15.  Conducting an analysis of competitiveness of Kenya’s Horticultural industry and benchmarking it
with that of other horticultural exporting countries such as Uganda, Ethiopia, Peru, Guatemala, Egypt,
Colombia, Morocco, and South Africa (Completed in Jan 2014, for FINTRAC, USAID)

16.  Carrying out an economic and market analysis study covering the southern rangelands of Southern
Kenya, with a key focus on the larger Amboseli ecosystem. The study entails the review of existing and
potential economic activities and markets including, agro-forestry, tourism and income-generating
opportunities and threats in the area and opportunities for alternative livelihoods, including payment for
environmental services and REDD+ (Completed in March 2013)

17.  Conducting an economic assessment to identify alternative economic and sustainable livelihood
options for the resident communities in Laikipia. The task involved gathering ecological, social and
economic information on Laikipia County and recommending the management options that can inform
a multi-year strategy for conservation and development in the area (Completed in Dec 2012)

18. Analysis of production, trade and consumption of fruits and vegetables along selected trade
corridors in Nile basin countries as well as conducting appropriate baseline surveys and reviews and
analyses; building the capacity of commodity groups (e.g. HCA) (Completed in October 2012)

19. Facilitator and Rapporteur of the National Consultative Workshop on Irrigation Reform
Implementation and Irrigation Development Strategy, 11" — 12t September 2012, Kenya Institute of
Education (KIE), Nairobi. Done for Ministry of Water and Irrigation (Completed in October 2012)

20. Facilitator and Rapporteur of the National Stakeholder’s Workshop on National Irrigation Policy
and Bill, February 29" 2012, Kenya Institute of Education (KIE), Nairobi. Done for Ministry of Water
and Irrigation (Completed in March 2012)

21. Rapportuering during the Agricultural Sector Retreat for Parliamentary Departmental Committee
on Agriculture, Livestock and Cooperatives on harmonization and consolidation of Agricultural bills,
Leisure Lodge Resort (South Coast), December 15-18™, 2011 (Completed in December 2011)



22.  Rapportuering during the 2" Agricultural Sector Ministers’ and Permanent Secretaries Retreat on
harmonization and consolidation of Agricultural bills, Leisure Lodge Resort (South Coast), November
10-12™, 2011 (Completed in November 2011)

23.  Preparation of Vision 2030 medium term investment plan (MTIP) for Northern Kenya and Other
Arid Lands. Done for the Office of the Prime Minister, Ministry of State for Development of Northern
Kenya and other Arid Lands (completed in December 2011)

24.  Cost-benefit analysis of implementing the proposed NARS Policy in the Agricultural Sector in
Kenya. Done by REMPAI for ASCU, Nairobi (completed in August 2010)

25. Baseline survey on the institutional capacity to manage water, irrigation schemes and forest
resources and agro-forestry technologies/practices in a sustainable and participatory way in Western
(lower Nzoia River, Mt. Elgon and Cheregany forests ) and Central Kenya (Upper Tana catchment, East
Aberdare Forest). Done for the Kenya Natural Resource Management (KNRM) project of the Ministry
of Water and Irrigation, through REMPAI (completed in March 2010)

26.  Economics of utilization of different livestock breeding methods and strategies in Kenya, Uganda
and Rwanda. Done for East Africa Dairy Development (EADD) project of the International Livestock
Research Institute (ILRI) (completed in January 2010)

27.  Flood control and Management options in Budalangi, lower Nzoia basin, western Kenya; done for
Western Kenya Community-Driven Development and Flood Mitigation (WKCDD&FM) Project,
through Howard Humphreys (completed in August 2009)

28. Rural electrification demand and potential environmental benefits of Gura Small Hydropower
Project, Kenya: being done for ‘Greening the Tea Industry in East Africa’ (GTIEA) project of the East
African Tea Trade Association (EATTA), Kenya (completed in March, 2009)

29. Developing the framework for analyzing national and global costs and benefits for conserving and
managing Arabuko Sokoke forest in Kenya: done for CARE-Denmark, completed in April 2007)

30. Analysis of market development for African Leafy Vegetables (ALVS) in Nairobi and implications
on on-farm biodiversity conservation: done for International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, Nairobi
(completed in November 2006).

University Project Coordination and Research Experience

1) Center of Excellence on Sustainable Operations (CSO) for Resource Management and Food Supply, jointly
implemented by Kiihne Logistics University (KLU), Kiihne Foundation, University of Nairobi (UoN) and
the University of Dar es Salaam (USDM) (2021- To-date) (2,000,000 Euro, DAAD funded)

2) Africa Milk- Promote Ecological Intensification and Inclusive Value Chains for Sustainable African Milk
Sourcing in Kenya (2019- 2022) (300,000 USD, EU LEAPAGRI funded)

3) Innovation wallet in agricultural value chains: tomatoes and potatoes (March 2018 to 2021) (25,000
USD, MEDA/IDRC Canada funded)

4) Enhanced Preservation of fruits using nanotechnology (Hexanal) in Meru and Machakos County (2016-
2018) (500,000 USD, IDRC Canada funded)

5) Capacity Building in Food and Nutrition Security in Eastern and Southern Africa (CABFONUS Project),
Funded by DAAD through Food Security Centre, University of Hohenheim (2015- 2018) (50,000 DAAD,
Germany funded)

6) Valorization of Africa Agriculture (VALOR Project) — conditions for potential geographical indications in
Kenya related to honey, coffee, tea, local goats, funded by DANIDA (2014-2017) (300,000 USD, DANIDA
Denmark funded)



7) Drivers, Viability, and Livelihood Impact of Compliance with Private Food Safety Standards among
Smallholder Horticultural Producers in Kenya (DriVLIC-Kenya) Project, funded by IDRC (2009-2013)
(350,000 USD IDRC Canada funded)

8) Baseline survey on tree nurseries’ economic viability, technical capacities and value chains. Project
conducted in Central and eastern Kenya. Funded by University of Copenhagen, Denmark (January 2012-
Sept 2012) (50,000 USD DANIDA, Denmark funded)

9) Impact of food safety standards on horticultural smallholders’ livelihoods in Kenya, funded by IDRC,
Canada (2008-2009) (20,000 USD, IDRC Canada funded)

10) Subproject E13 of BIOdiversity Monitoring Transect Analysis in East Africa (BIOTA East AFRICA) project
at ZEF (June 2004-May 2007), funded by BMBF, Germany, (600,000 USD, BMBF Germany funded)

11) Genetic Resources Policy Initiative (GRPI) project (Nov 2003-May 2007), funded by BMZ/GTZ

12) BIOdiversity and Economics for CONservation (BIOECON) project (2002-2004), funded by EU

13) Project on Economic Valuation of Indigenous Breeds in East Africa (since 2002), funded by Robert Bosch
Foundation

14) Project on ‘Economic Assessment Methodologies for Valuation of Pollination Services (August 2005-May
2007), funded by FAO

15) Involved as an economist in ZEF’s ‘COCE research subproject on economic valuation of wild populations of
coffea arabica in Ethiopia’ (June 2003-May 2007), funded by BMBF SHIFT Project

16) Involved as an economist in ZEF’s ‘Smallholders in the Amazon: Interaction between Ecosystem and Social
Systems in the Utilisation and Protection of Tropical Rainforests, in Brazil’. Conducted a cost-benefit
analysis on the feasibility of mulching technology as an alternative to slash and burn practices.

Societies and affiliations

Member of:

1. African Association of Agricultural Economists (AAAE)

2. International Association for the Study of Commons (IASC)

3. International Society for Ecological Economics (ISEE)

4.  African Society of Ecological Economics (ASEE) — currently the Treasurer
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